[Abnormalities of insulin secretion in coronary patients. Apropos of 67 cases].
The curve of blood insulin levels recorded during the oral provoked hypoglycaemia test (OPHG) was studied in 67 proven coronary patients. None of the curves obtained was normal. The abnormalities found in this way are of two types: either a hypoinsulinaemic response, with a high non-retarded peak (type 1) or a high retarded peak (type 2), or else a hypoinsulinaemic response, with a flat curve (type 3) or a very small late peak (type 4). The possible role of these abnormalities of insulin secretion in the pathogenesis of atheroma is discussed. The correlations between age, sex, obesity, hypertriglyceridaemia, and the OPHG curve are investigated. The preliminary results of a test in which insulin levels are monitored after intravenous provoked hypoglycaemia, followed by tolbutamide, are reported.